CITY OF ROCKVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

February 6, 2001
MEETING NO. 02-01
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The subject property is a sngle-family resdence on the north
sde of West Montgomery Avenue and is a contributing resource to the West Montgomery
Avenue Higtoric Didrict. The house is Stuated mid-block and faces south toward the
intersection of West Montgomery Avenue and Thomas Street. 1t was built in 1924 and isin the
R-90 (medium dengity resdentia) zone.

PREVIOUSACTIONSAT THISADDRESS:

HDCO00-0165 Ingtdlation of soffit vents and attic ventilation fan, approved 5/16/00
HDC99-0142 Tree removal, approved 3/16/99

HD-28-91 Treeremoval, approved 11/20/91

HD-142-86 Dead tree removd, staff gpprova

REQUEST:

The applicant requests a Certificate of Approva to remove a Norway Spruce from the front yard.
Thetreeis approximately 50 feet tall with atrunk diameter of gpproximately 24 inches and a
branch spread of approximately 16 feet. The main trunk of the tree islocated 4.5 feet from the
edge of the front porch and branches overhang the front porch decking by about 3 feet.

The owner requests permission to remove the tree because he intends to eventudly rebuild the
front porch to match the design of the origina porch which was removed in the 1930s. The
origina porch was larger than the existing porch and was covered with a hip roof. Rebuilding
the porch would require remova of alarge number of tree branches.

In addition, the soil and root mass of the tree is mounded above the soil level under the porch and
causes water to flow under the porch into the cellar during heavy rain, according to the owner.
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Thetreeis aso asecurity problem in that it obscures much of the front porch and provides a
hiding place for anyone trying to gain illega accessto the house. The owner aso believes that
the tree was improperly planted on the property because its large Size and location so close to the
house hide much of the front facade. He is aso concerned that the tree blocks southern sunlight
exposure in the winter. He states that there are numerous trees on the property that are more
appropriate in terms of variety and location and clams that he has planted nine new trees on the
property since occupying the house two years ago.

411 West Montgomery Avenue
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STAFF COMMENTSRECOMMENDATIONS:

The City Forester isin agreement with the applicant that the tree could cause damage to
theroof and porch. The applicant has planted numer ous other treeson the property and
heintendsto restorethefront porch toitsoriginal design in the futurein which casethe
treewould haveto be severely trimmed or removed. However, thetreeis healthy and does
add to the character of the neighborhood.

1. Historic, archeological, or architectural value and significance of the site or structure and
its relationship to the historic, archeological, or architectural significance of the
surrounding area.

The house at 411 West Montgomery Avenueis an example of early 20" century irfill onlatsin
the late 19" century “West End Park” subdivision. It was built in 1924 for Lucy Conklin who
was a member of the Charles England family that owned the adjacent Victorian house a 409
West Montgomery.

2. Therelationship of the exterior architectural features of the structure to the remainder of the
entire structure and to the surrounding area.

The houseisa 2 Y2 sory frame structure on a cement foundation. It has a hipped roof with
asphat shingles, wide eaves and a front, hipped dormer. The house is covered in atextured
stucco. Its square form is amilar to that of other houses built in the 1920s. The house hasa
plain, unadorned fagade, in contrast to its Victorian neighbor. The front (south) facade features
paired windows on each corner of both stories and in the dormer. Thereis a centrd front door
with alarge window and flanking sddights. An uncovered porch with a cement foundation and
capped cement piers connected to an iron balustrade stretches across the front facade. The front
facadeislargely obscured from the street by large trees and dense shrubbery. The houseis
gtuated on along, narrow lot, gpproximately one-third acrein area.

3. Thegeneral compatibility of exterior design, scale, proportion, arrangement, texture, and
materials proposed to be used.

The request isfor atree remova; no new materials are proposed.

4. To any other factors, including aesthetic factors, which the Commission deemsto be
pertinent.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval for removal of the Norway
Spruceasit islocated very closeto the house and could potentially cause damage. Severe
pruning of the tree may be feasible as an alter native but thiswould not alleviate the
problem of water flowing under the porch and into the cdlar.



